THOMAS    CROMWELL
not the protection of the Church to make his rise to power
less unacceptable, for he always remained a layman. His
great position in the State had made the lords and the
churchmen approach him humbly and obsequiously. They
were determined that Cromwell should one day pay for their
obsequiousness.
The dissolution of the monasteries had come to the
courtiers as an unhoped-for piece of good fortune and, once
they found the easy terms on which these great areas of well-
developed property were obtainable, they had entered with
serene calculation upon this golden age of the English landed
interest. They reaped great profits without labour. Crom-
well, on the other hand, carrying through his own plans,
concentrated the opposition upon himself. Whatever little
odium might attach in Court circles to the executions of the
abbots of Colchester and Glastonbury was centred upon him.
He received the blame for all the acts of oppression which
were required before the monastery lands in the kingdom
could be parcelled out at moderate prices. The anger of the
country people rose against Cromwell as the type of the New
Man about the King. The shouts of " Cow Crummock "
left the Lords in little doubt as to who was marked out to be
their Jonas.
At the same time other causes had embittered the feelings
of the Court circle against Cromwell. The separation from
Rome was already of some six years* standing, and the
memory of More and Fisher had perhaps grown faint; but
there had been more recent executions, Exeter and Mont-
ague, Neville, Fortescue, Carew. The peers who had been
compelled to carry through the treason trials of their friends
and relatives did not forgive the plebeian minister who had
arranged them. And in the background there was the
great body of the bishops, careful men, some timorous, most
diplomatic, all Court-appointed. They knew that Crom-
well had an intimate and unfriendly knowledge of their
careers. Their innate conservatism and the remnants of
their pride revolted against this layman who held all the
damaging and closely detailed information possessed by a
financial go-between. Few of the bishops could rest easy in
the presence of the King's Grace's vicegerent in spirituals.
Still, these hatreds weighed little in the balance as against
his successful administration in home affairs, and Cromwell
would perhaps have remained invulnerable but for his failing
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